DEADLOCK
the general feeling of the Prince's attendants, who were one and all disgusted with this fresh evidence of Spanish treachery, resulted in an episode which brought matters to a head. It so happened that one of the Prince's attendants had fallen sick, and, knowing that he was dying, sent for a Roman Catholic Priest that he might receive the sacraments of the Roman Church. Whereupon, some of the Prince's servants blocked the entrance to the dying man's room, and forcibly prevented the priest from entering. There was an open affray, and Sir Edmund Verney struck the clergyman in the face. Although the Prince apologized and ordered Verney to leave Madrid, this was not enough for Philip, who issued orders for the instant dismissal of all the English Protestants, if Charles wished to remain.
The position had become beyond even Charles's obstinate endurance, and, making a virtue of necessity, the Prince and Duke conveyed to the King their intention to return immediately, gaily glossing over the miserable story of the trickery to which Charles had been all but ready to submit. cThe cause,' they wrote, Vhy we have been so long in writing to you since Cottington's coming is that we would try all means possible, before we would send you word, to see if we could move them to send the Infanta before winter. They, for form's sake, called the divines and they stick to their old resolution, but we find, from the circumstances, that conscience is not the true, but the seeming, cause of the Infanta's stay. To conclude, we have wrought what we can but since we cannot have her with us that we desired, our next comfort is that we hope shortly to kiss your Majesty's hands.'1 Thus miserably ended the gay adventure of these two 'sweet knights worthy to be put in a new romanso'. Seldom had a romance proved so tedious!
1 HARDWICKE, State Papers, i, p. 449. 123